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VISUAL ARTS: Emotional moments, frozen in time
Jerry Cullum - For the Journal-Constitution
Sunday, August 14, 2005

REVIEW

"Epilogue"

Through Aug. 27. $2,000-$12,000. 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Tuesdays-Saturdays.
Jackson Fine Art, 3115 E. Shadowlawn Ave., Atlanta. 404-233-3739, 
www.jacksonfineart.com

The verdict: Visually evocative and consistently strong.

"Epilogue" is a show about the moment after. That large generality --- that
each of these photographs depicts the aftermath of some event --- has 
generated a beautiful and moving exhibition.

Atlanta curator Erik Schneider has an extraordinary eye for visual and
thematic links. David Maisel's closeup of a toxic lakebed and Edward 
Burtynsky's shot of an abandoned granite quarry are similar moments of 
beauty in the midst of environmental devastation. The curious desolation of 
Mitch Epstein's image of toys and a sagging curtain in a recently vacated 
apartment is echoed by the peeling wallpaper and unaccountable giant ball 
of string in Alec Soth's photo of a house along the Mississippi. At the same 
time, the brilliant reds in Epstein's photograph rhyme with those in Maisel's, 
and the muted shades of Soth's resemble those in Burtynsky's.

Schneider goes for a sense of mystery with Chris Verene's photo of a forlorn
house captioned "This year, vandals stole all the ornaments and the star 
fell." A Verene photo not in the exhibition shows the residence decked in 
award-winning Christmas lights the previous year, but Verene's isolated, 
dark structure looks like an epilogue even without this knowledge.

Corinne May Botz's image of what appears to be a woman sleeping
becomes aftermath-haunted only when the title "Unpapered Bedroom from 
'The Nutshell Studies of Unexplained Death' " is attached to it. But the 
general emotional tone of faintly romantic ruination is conveyed just by the 
downcast look of the room.

"The expense of spirit in a waste of shame" idea is carried through by David
Hilliard's beefcake picture of a muscled hunk sprawled in his bedroom, surrounded by vintage Playboy 
centerfolds. So is Richard Misrach's shot of a ripped-up Ray Charles picture (it's a page from a Playboy 
magazine used for target practice in the desert).

The general sense of emotional letdown or outright sadness in the wake of events is carried through in a
big way in the juxtaposition of Joel Meyerowitz's vista of the collapsed World Trade Center with the 
immensely smaller downfall of Scott McFarland's corner of a decaying, cobwebby boathouse.

Laura Letinsky's carefully composed picture of a crumb-strewn tablecloth and Angela West's 2005
image of a brown 1985 corsage pinned like an entomological specimen both convey the aftermath of 
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pleasurable moments memorialized by unexpectedly alluring scraps.

On the other hand, Robert Polidori's "TWA Terminal Lobby, JFK Airport" appears nostalgic only if we
know the famous modernist building is now empty; still visibly in use in this depiction, it wears its age 
well. The regular geometry of Emmet Gowan's "Subsidence Craters and the Yucca Flats, Northern End 
of Yucca Flat, Nevada Test Site" is obviously the aftermath of something, but so formally beautiful that 
it's hard to associate it with bomb testing. But the children's drawings and cat trapped under a basket in 
Roger Ballen's amusingly mysterious photo seem to belong to a different show. 
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